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Abstract

The purposes of this study were: (1) to study the attitude of professional nurses towards
ASEAN Economic Community, and (2) to study the readiness of professional nurses towards ASEAN
Economic Community at a Private Hospital in Bangkok.

The samples included 266 professional nurses who worked at the private hospital at least
4 months. Questionnaires were developed by the researcher and used as the research tool, comprising
3 parts as follows; 1) demographic data 2) attitude of professional nurses towards ASEAN Economic
Community, and 3) readiness of professional nurses towards ASEAN Economic Community. The
questionnaires, the second and the third parts, were verified by 3 expertises, and CVI were 0.80 and
0.88, respectively. The Cronbach’s alpha reliability coefficients of the second and the third parts were
0.88 and 0.84 respectively. Data were analyzed by using percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

Research findings were as follows. (1) The professional nurses rated their attitudes towards
ASEAN Economic Community at high level (M = 3.81, SD = 0.61). They rated the attitude towards
English and ASEAN’s languages would offer them better opportunity in competition at high level (M =
4.10, SD = 0.79), whereas the attitude on ASEAN’s integration would bring about prosperity, wealth
and stability to ASEAN members at low level (M = 3.59, SD = 0.76). (2) In terms of the readiness of
professional nurses towards ASEAN Economic Community, mean in every level was found - medium
level (M = 3.44, SD = 0.56). The lowest level was ability to communicate at least 1 language of
ASEAN countries (M = 3.10, SD = 0.92).

Keywords: Attitude, Readiness, ASEAN Economic Community, Private hospital
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